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never was, nor is, nor e'er shall be." 
But partiality has not blinded us to 
their detects, which originated in the in- 
firmity of human, nature. In endea- 
vouring to keep the middle way, as 
they trod a narrow path, all their dis- 
cernment aided by upright intention, 
was insufficient to keep them always 
steady. They would sometimes be 
hurried away by complaisance to then- 
guests into a participation in the tale of 
slander; would winy, the shaft. of ridi- 
cule, and by doing so, sometimes add 
credibility to a malignant falsehood. 
Mr. Revel has been known to waste at 
a card table, or at a noisy club dinner 
the hours, he would rather have passed 
with his beloved family, where the 
scene was occasionally varied and en- 
livened by the visit of some person just- 
ly respected for talents and information. 

Mrs. Revel too on some occasions 
has been known to act at variance with 
her feelings, and in compliance with 
fashion, to crowd into a room a num- 
ber of -people she scarcely knew by 
name, and whom she could not have 
esteemed on a' more intimate acquain- 
tance : at those times too, she lias been 
drawn into a style of dress, which, 
though modest in comparison with that 
authorised by fashion, however, gave 
her pain in the reflection. 

It must appear by this delineation, 
that while the visitors and acquaint- 
ances of such persons were numerous, 
their intimates and friends must have 
been few. In those admitted to the 
latter favoured distinction, they re- 
quired information, mental refinement, 
benevolent feeling, and rectitude of 
principle. The possessors of these 
qualifications were admitted to the most 
winning confidence, and treated with 
respect, even though they could not 
mdke so elegant a bow as Mr. **** 
nor trifle away a whole evening with 
such success as Beau****, nor dis- 
play such white teeth as Captain •****. 
If the diamond was polished, they were 
the more pleased ; if not, they were too 
discerning to throw it away, or to un- 
dervalue it. 

In consequence of this out-o'-the-way 
mode of thinking, pcreouswere number- 
ed among their private and preferred 
visitors, who would iiave been laughed 
at as odd mortals by the coterie-kings 
and queens. Such beings would not 
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have known sequences from pair-roy- 
als, and would have been more puzzled 
to distinguish between trumps and hon- 
ours at whist, than a grey headed poli- 
tician to divide the expedient from the 
right. As to the faculty of whispering 
soft nonsense in the fair one's ear, so 
enviable, because of the certain intro- 
duction it furnishes to the favour of 
the fair, they were totally unqualified 
for it, by having obstinately conceived 
and supported the notion, that conver- 
sation should he an interchange of in- 
struction. 

Their disapprobation of round 
games, questions aud commands, &c. 
had excited some ridicule ; to them, 
they said, the sight of masters and 
misses arrived at the YEARS of discre- 
tion, and set down to such games was 
painful ; but they were laughed at 
tor their pains, as these sports in the 
judgment of those who practise them, 
were vastly funny. 

In my humble opinion however, our 
friends were to blame for endeavouring 
to decry such amusements: for it is un- 
just to condemn a man for pursuing 
those enjoyments, which are most suit- 
ed to his taste and capacity, and in tins 
case we know " the sports of children 
satisfy the child." 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

YOUR Commercial Reporter, for 
the month of September, has be- 
come the panegyrist of paper money, 
singing its praise above gold, risen a- 
bove fine gold, and he ventures to pre- 
dict great benefit to our trade, by a ge- 
neral circulation of paper, aud assert* 
that when notes become general, guin- 
eas will bear no premium, or at most .1 
very trilling one; for he says that in 
England where guineas and notes uie 
taken in payment without distinction, 
there is no premium on gold ; but any 
person who has attended to our 1'arlia- 
mentary discussions for some years 
past, must he of a different opinion, 
particularly to the report of a commit- 
tee appointed to investigate the finan- 
cial difficulties of Ireland: it appeared, 
in evidence, before that committee, that 
21 per cent, wav, given in London to 
procure told : the uuiavousubie ex- 
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change with foreign countries proves 
the same fact, that bank of England 
notes have suffered a depreciation. 
Your Reporter admitted that if bank 
notes are issued too largely, great dis- 
advantage will arise- to trade ; but 
then he savs ; " If the bank" of Ire- 
land act prudently in their issue, 
they must necessarily check the inor- 
dinate issue of private banks." Did 
not \ our Reporter know, that the Di- 
rectors of the Bank of Ireland had 
acted both imprudently and improvi- 
dent ly ?■ The committee to whom t 
have already alluded, impute all the 
calamities of a depreciated currency to 
the conduct of the Bank Directors. 
Mr. foster and Mr. Parnell in their 
publications upon this subject, have 
also given therii- the blame. Mr. 
Parnell says, "That whilst they were 
obliged to pay their notes in specie, 
a certain degree of caution was neces- 
sary in extending their discounts, and 
it was impossible for them to make 
their issues excessive. When this obli- 
gation to pay in specie was removed, 
thev were at once relieved from a re- 
straint which they must have always 
considered as a great obstacle in the 
way of their interests ; and it would 
appear from what has since taken 
place, that the liberty they acquired 
obliterated every sentiment of duty 
to the public, and gave vent only to 
such feelings and such measures as 
could only be the result of an inor- 
dinate thirst for gain. The depreci- 
ation of their paper cannot now be 
viewed in any other light, than as a 
work of usury. The violation of eve- 
ry money contract in the kingdom 
has been of no weight in the scale, 
when placed in competition with the 
five per cent to be made by accommo- 
dating the merchants of Dublin." 

It appears then that those guardi- 
ans of the commercial interests of Ire- 
land, have not acted prudently, and 
we have the authority of a parliamen- 
tary report, as well as Mr. Fowler's 
and Mr. i'urneU's publication, for this 
assertion. 

If great disadvantages will arise to 
trade by an extravagant issue, which, 
as your Reporter very properly ob- 
serves, " raises th-e price of manufac- 
tures, and increases the expenses of 
Ining, by enhancing the price ol the 



necessaries of life". ...Why, then, does 
he argue for an extension of paper 
credit, except upon the supposition 
that the Bank Directors will act pru- 
dently in future ? But it appears thai 
after their conduct had been severely 
censured in parliament, in the early 
part of 1803, after the writings of 
Mr. Boyd, Sir Francis Baring, Mr. 
Thornton and Lord King, they had 
again yielded to the temptation of 
gain, and the increase in their issue 
was no less in the short period be- 
tween February and November, than 
/.328,179. Lord King lias shown that 
at the time the restriction commenced 
in 1797, the Bank of Ireland notes 
had advanced from 1.137,268, to the 
immense sum of 1.2, 6.53, 804. 

In February, 1803, during the samev 
period, the English bank notes frour 
11,103,880/. to 13,108,560/. Thus we 
see that by the act for suspending the 
payments in specie, a power has been 
given to a commercial body, which is 
not entrusted, by the constitution, even 
to the executive government : the 
whole personal property and monied 
interest of the country are commit- 
ted to this mercantile company, not- 
responsible to the legis'ature, and not 
known to the constitution. Per- 
haps yo'jr Reporter might allege that 
the quantity of the circulating medi- 
um should increase, as the industry 
and demands of the country increase. 
That is granted ; but there is no rea- 
son to suppose that the industry of 
Ireland has increased ->o much as to 
require this addition to (he circulate 
ing medium ; besides, currency is. to 
be distinguished from capital. By 
some writers it is stated to be in the 
ratio as one to an hundred : let a- 
sum r L s 100 be added to the capital, 
anA it will perhaps not require a- 
greater sum than one to be added to 
the currency. It has been shown, 
by a superfluity of proofs, that a de- 
preciated paper-currency has been 
the cause of much distress to Ireland, 
and- a writer in mentioning this sub- 
ject, says, " That it happened that 
the land proprietors, and the trading 
body of the province of Ulster re- 
fused to receive bank notes, and the 
consequences have been, that coin ne- 
ver ceased to circulate in that part 
of the country ; that the exchange be- 
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tween it and London remained fa- 
vourable ; and that its inluibilunls have 
been strangers to the distresses which 
have afflicted the South." But the 
trading people of the North are no 
longer, it seems, to maintain the high 
character of prudence and foresight 
which they have so long supported; 
they are urged by writers in news- 
papers and others, to encourage the 
circulation of paper-money, to force 
trade beyond the demands which sup- 
port it ; promote undue speculation ; 
raise the price of manufactures ; cause 
a dearth of provisions, subject the 
ignorant and poorer classes of the 
people to the chance of forgery ! In 
mch a state of things the calamities 
of this class of mankind must be in- 
conceivably great : for, as Mfr. Harri- 
son very properly observes, " Gold 
is not subject to abuses, and cannot 
be made the means of such irresisti- 
ble and irretrievable distress to indi- 
viduals like paper-money, which rests 
entirely on opinion, and which, by an 
over-strained system, may vanish as a 
shadow, and in the place of opulence 
and power, leave onlv the ashes of a 
rag." 

Man}- of the enlightened inha- 
bitants of the town of Belfast have 
become the advocates of paper, and 
particularly the notes of a private 
bank, in their own town, although 
they made a noble stand against 
noLesfor a long time. Why encourage 
the paper of private banks ? Will they 
not increase the quantity o£ the circu- 
lating medium, when "the country is 
already inundated wish too great a 
quantity of national paper. It is true 
that the notes of private banks, being 
payable in bank ot Ireland notes, may 
have some effect in checking the is- 
sue of the former ; but then public 
confidence may support their paper 
until the issue of it is excessive.. ..the 
temptation of profit having such a pow- 
erful effect on the mind of man. 

The Belfast Bankers are mep of 
opulence and great respectability, but 
have not other private bankers df great 
respectability issued an extravagant 
quantity of their paper, and caused 
much embarrassment to the merchant, 
manufacturer, and tradesmen ; for al- 
though confidence may support paper 
tor a time, yet paper cannot at* a> s sup- 



port confidence. Public credit is. sus- 
picion asleep ; but when the suspicion 
is awakened, then all the evils of too 
extensive a credit are felt. We are told 
in this report, " that we caiu>ot procure 
a sufficiency, of guineas on tiny term* 
for the general purposes of trade," ys?{ 
in anotner part of this report, we air 
told " that the terms or premium on 
guineas, is much less than it was for- 
merly." If the discount is now not much 
more than 3 per cent, and that it w as 
formerly as this report tells us, " from 
8 to 10 per cent ; how then can it be 
said now that gold cannot be got on any 
terms r W lien the premium on gold 
was so high as 10 per cent, no argument 
was then made use of by the Beltast 
merchants, for the dis-wse ot guineas ; 
but now we must throw aside the pre- 
cious metal, when it is more easily ob- 
tained, to give room for banking mo- 
nopoly, although these same merchant* 
discouraged the circulation of the notes 
of other private banks, some of them 
observing very jtisth, that such inordi- 
nate issues of paper, would ultimately 
injure the commercial interests -of the 
country. Surely there is a sufficiency 
of gold to answer all the purposes for 
which it is wanted, in a small district of 
the North. Lord Lauderdale is ofo- 
piiiion, that the quantity of it in Ireland 
lias rather increase.", than diminished, 
since the restriction. This able politician 
in his publication, entitled "Thought* 
on the alarming state of the circulation, 
and on the means of redressing the pe- 
cuniary grievances of Ireland*" estab- 
lished these propositions ,: 

1. That the difference e;;;istin£ be- 
tween the value of gold and the nation- 
al paper, arises from the depreciation 
of the paper : 

'J. 1 hat the increase of bank paper, 
is the sole cause of its depreciation : 

3. That the reduction of the quantity 
of bank paper, is the only remedy tor 
the existing evil. 

He states the amount of the bank of 
Ireland notes, at th« time he wrote, to 
be 3,000,000/. that is five times the 
quantity that were in circulation before 
the restriction l>ii! : his Lordship thinks 
tiiat if tiie present excessive issues of 
paper were restricted, and the bank 
confined to a certain quantity, coin 
would again come into use. In my 
fppluiou we .should endeavour to keey 
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it in circulation in this corner of the 
kingdom, while we have it. Our 
alarming situation has arrested the at- 
tention of many enlightened and patri- 
otic statesmei in different parts of 
the ' riiisii Empire. When they have 
exposed errors, and offered many use- 
ful lessons for our instruction, shall 
we then disregard such important ad- 
monition, and by parting with \vh:.t 
gold remains amongst us, assist in hur- 
rying en all the evils of an inordinate 
issue of paper money r J. P. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

MY inquiry respecting an Ink that 
will stand the operation of 
bleaching, through the different pro- 
cesses, when the oxy-muriatic acid is 
used, stiil remains without a satisfac- 
tory answer. To be complete, it must 
resist the operation of the alkalies 
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which are used in the first processes 
of bleaching, and of the oxy-muriates, 
used in the latter stages. Your corres- 
pondent, Tyro, suggests printers' ink. 
It will, however, not answer, for even 
a weak alkaline solution discharges it. 
I particularly solicit practical informa- 
tion on the subject. 

Weavers are in the practice of some- 
times marking the progress of their 
work in a manner which is found to 
stand the operation of all the differ- 
ent processes of bleaching. And I 
have understood the instrument they 
use is a piece of the grey willow, made 
black in the lire, and then dipped in 
butter. 

Might we not, from this circum- 
stance, get a hint for making a perma? 
nent ink > In this case the component 
articles appear to be carbon and oil, 
perhaps combined with the peculiar 
matter of the grey willow. 

A JL1NENDRAPER. 
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THE HISTORY OF HAROUN AL- 
RASCHID. 

THE name of Haroun Al-raschid 
is so familial; to most readers* that 
a compilation, purporting to relate 
the principal events of his life, might 
seem at first to require an apology. 
On perusal, however, it will be found, 
that the Haroun Al-raschid of history 
differs much from the facetious nigbt- 
vanderer of Oriental romance, and 
that most of what is detailed of him by 
the historians of his reign, will present 
him in a point of view essentially dif- 
ferent trorn that in which we are ac- 
customed to behold him. Jfwechuse 
to moralise on the matter, we may 
reflect on the falsehood of those names 
too frequently bestowed on kings, 
which may have flattered their own 
blind vanity, but have afterwards ac- 
companied their character downwards 
through time, with all the damning ef- 
fect of sneering irony : for Al-raschid, 
or the just, seems to have been little 
deserved by this prince, who appears 
to have acted, in most instances, with 
the unfeeling caprice of a despot, and 
not with the mature deliberation of 



one, who strove to award to all their 
due. 

In the year of the Hegira 100, which 
answers to 718 of our era, Mahomet, 
great grandson of Abbas, the uncle of 
the impostor Mahomet, laid claim to 
the Khalifat, then in the possession of 
Omar II. His attempt succeeded, and 
he became the founder of the Abba- 
side race, tJtlich maintained their sway 
through a series of 37 Khalifs and a 
period of nearly 500 years. 

Haroun Al-Kaschid was the fifth 
Khalif of tiiis race, and succeeded 
his brother Hadi according to the ap- 
pointment of their father Mahacti. 
This appointment seems to have been 
impleading to Hadi ; who acted on 
every occasion toward Haroun, so as 
to testify his displeasure, and in some 
instances displayed great meanness of 
disposition. Mahadi had left to Ha- 
roun, as a pledge of the succession to 
which he had appointed him in the 
event of his brother's death, a remark- 
ably handsome ruby set in a ring. 
This the Khalif wished much to get 
from Haroun, and sent an eunuch to 
demand it of him. Haroun was walk- 



